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ACTORS OF UNAPPRECIATED TALENT, 


Amonest several whose abilities have not 
obtained due recognition, Mr. Bennett is 
entitled to notice as a performer of real 
talent—certainly superior to many who 
occupy a more prominent position. 

Bennett, as an actor, is something like 
the author of Cosmo de Med-ci, as a poet, 
and not much inferior in point of merit. 
There is a want of lightness and brilliancy 
in his acting, as in the: plays of Mr. Horne ; 
but a strong and vigorous intellect, and 
sometimes a ‘powerful imagination surprises 
us in his assumptions of leading parts; 
whilst in Caliban, Felton, &c., he evinces 
powers rarely equalled. 

Bennett, on the whole, is about two de- 
grees inferior to Vandenhoff; but we have 
seen him play Brutus, The Stranger, King 
John, §c., as well as any actor on the 
boards. 

An old critic once known to us, said, “ he 
went on one occasion to see Kemble in 
Macbeth, and, the great tragedian being 
ill, Palmer played instead ; and, perhaps, 
being stimulated for the occasion, performed 
the part better than the illustrious brother 
of Siddons. 

Whenever Bennett has a similar oppor- 
tunity he seems to get rid of his faults, his 
occasional bombast and extravagance, and 
proves his real power. When he came out 
in Riehad, at Covent Garden, in 1823, 
Kean was in the zeneth of his fame, and he 
made no great sensation, but probably he 
has subsequently improved, for he was then 
but. three-and-twenty, and of course com- 
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paratively inexperienced. There can be no | 
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doubt when mony are great incentives 
to exertion, that an actor makes efforts he 
would not otherwise display; and to illus- 
trate this fact, Mr. B , the dramatic 
autor, informed us as a corroboration of what 
was mentioned about Palmer’s Macbeth, 
that Cooper once acted Othello in a way to 
astonish’ the town, but could never do so 
again; certainly eclipsing every one but 
Kean, who was indisposed or at all events 
unable to appear. 

We could wish more generosity in the 
conduct of sctors to each other, Why 
should not Mr. C. Kean or Mr. Phelps now 
and then ask such actors as Bennett, Van- 
denhoff and Betty to ascend their thrones? 
The public would admire them for it, and 
it would prove the consciousness of desert, 
which the opposite course calls in question. 
We say this in no carping spirit, but really 
an old and meritorious actor, like Bennett, 
ought not to be overlooked in the present 
dearth of talent. 

As a Shaksperian actor, there are not 
three superior to him on the boards. In 
the days of Kemble he would have been 
first in the third rank of tragedians ; and 
now should be first in the second. 


_ METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 




















DRURY LANE. 


Julien’s Concerts are crowded to such an 
extent that there is no possibility of obtain- 
ing a seat, without a very early-application, 
the pit is one dense mass Of auditors, the 
arrangements, notwithstanding, are very 
good, and the usual fittings superb; the 
















































































selections are of a superior character to 

last year, the Exhibition Quadrilles in par- 

ticular are enthusiastically applauded, and 

Miss Dolby’s singing adds considerably to 

the variety of the evenings amusement. 
OLYMPIC. 


Mr. HI. Farren’s assumption of shakes- 
pearian characters has been crowned with 
suecess, and he has proved, he has very 
considerble versatality of talent in his com~ 
position, and that e’er long the Town will 

ive him credit for being the most rising 
\ctor of the day. On Monday, he sustained 
the part of Shylock, in an effective manner, 
The jew’s hatred was delineated with great | 
power, and he gave to the whole character 
a broad forcible colouring, that rendered it 
dramatically striking. The savage delight 
with which he hears of the losses of 
Antonio's ships was intensely natural, and | 
the gasping ejaculations, “I thank God! | 
thank God!” as he sinks on his knee, were 
uttered with a fiendish earnestness that 
chilled the blood. The trial scene was also 
remarkable for bold conception and execu- 
tion. Miss Laura Keene played Portia, 
her personation of the Shaksperian heroine 
was graceful and interesting. The celebra- 
ted speech on mercy was given by her with 
simple propriety, nor was there any attempt 
to force the part into undue prominence, in 
the trial scene she acquitted herself very 
satisfactorily, Mr. Diddier’s Antonio should 
be mentioned as a most judicious and effec- 
tive assumption. It is not too much to say 
of Mr. Compton’s Launcelot Gobbo, that 
it is not excelled on the English stage, in 








the peculiar, quaint humour which. we 
assign to the low comedy characters of 
Shakspere. Miss Fielding played Nerissa 
pleasingly, and a Mr. Manly, the represen- 
tive of Lorenzo, was encored in the 
serenade song, which he sang with much 
sweetness. The applase at the fall of the 
curtain was enthusiastic, and both Mr. H. 
Farren and Miss Laura Keene were re- 
called, 
VICTORIA. 


This house is crowded nightly, and the 
entertainments provided are extremely va- 
ried and attractive. The well known drama 
founded upon Hogarth's plates, entitled 
The Harlot’s Progress, has been played with 
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great and singular effect. The benefit of 
Mr. J. T. Johnson (decidedly one of the 
best and most attractive actors on the ‘* Sur- 
rey side”) proved enormously attractive,— 
hundreds being literally turned away from 
the doors. Edward the Black Prince has 
been revived, and appears to please. Mr. 
Cowle (a very able actor) is now added to 
the company, and has already bocome a 
favourite. 
QUEEN'S. 

A new spectacle, entitled The Marble 
Ring, from the pen of the lessee’s son has 
been produced here upon a scale of magni- 
ficence rarely equalled at any minor house. 
The scenery is splendid and gorgeous n the 
extreme, whilst the acting reflects great 
credit upon all engaged in the representa- 
tion of the piece. The plot is of a most in- 
teresting nature, and in our next, most pro- 
bably, we shall give a detailed account 
of it. When we mention the names of 
Mrs. J. Parry, Miss Huddart, together with 
Messrs. Green, Burford, Bigwood, and 
Randall, besides a host of auxiliaries, our 
readers may rest assured that the spectacle 
is well supported, and that it reflects the 
greatest credit upon all engaged in its pro- 
duction. ‘The other pieces have been Ga- 
romar, the Yager, and ‘* The Bloomers,” a 
farce written by Mr. James, and which is 
being played at two other houses. This 
fact alone speaks for its merit. 


MARYLEBONE, 


Egerton Wilks’s drama of Ben the Boat- 
swain, has been revived with all its usual 
dramatic effect. Mr. N. T. Hicks is an- 
nounced to perform Ben, which he does 
with all his usual energy and skill. Mr. 
Henry Lee forms a capital portraiture of 
Redriff, and the whole drama is extremely 
well acted and produced. A new farce 
called Catch ’em alive, has been produced, 
in which Mr. George Wild is as usual highly 
humourous and most entertaining, and is 
also most ably seconded by pretty Miss 
Fanny Williams. We observe that Mr. 
Fraser is s very great favorite here, and he 
certainly merits the applause he receives. 


STANDARD. 


Notwithstanding the many novelties al- 





ready so recently produced here, the inde- 
fatigable manager continues busied in un- 
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tiring efforts to secure as he deserves to do 
the public favour, Mazeppa has been pro- 
duced, and is done extremely well: the 
beautiful horses which appear in this piece 
excite universal admiration. The house 
has been literally crammed to the ceiling 
each evening, and is worthy a visit, were it 
only to view the imposing appearance it pre- 
sents, when so completely thronged. Mr. 
Douglass himself re-appears next week in 
one of his most favourite nautical characters. 


FINSBURY MECHANICS’ INSTITUTION. 


When we say there was a good selection 
for the eighth quarterly meeting of the 
Klocution Class on Monday, our praise of 
the parties conducting it must close. What 
with those who did not attend at all, and 
those whose memory was deficient, and the 
additions to the entertainment volunteered 
by the audience, we enjoyed an unexpeceted 
treat. Yet there is not so much irony in 
the latter part of our remarks as our readers 
may imagine, for the instrumental perform- 
ance that took place in the centre of the 
pit, (despite the interruptions it received 
from the platform) really displayed consider- 
able talent. However far we are from siding 
with innovations of this character, we cannot 
help thinking the audience must have had 
their patience severely tried, and trust that 
in future the committee who have generally 
succeeded in catering for the public, may 
have more reason to gratify themselves on 
the result of their display. The theatre 
was very fully attended. 


THEATRICALS IN CALIFORNIA. 


We have received accounts from San 
Francisco to the 15th September. The 
drama appears to be warmly appreciated by 
the denizens of that far-distant country. 
The principal house is that designated the 
Adelphi Theatre, and it is said that the 
success attending the proprietors (Messrs. 
Robinson and Weisenthal) in this enter- 
prise has been almost unparalelled in the 
the theatrical line in that country. The only 
drawback to the receipts of the esta- 
blishment is that the house is so very dimi- 
nutive that not one half the number of 
theatre-going population can be accommo- 
dated who would otherwise visit it. At the 
head of the corps dramatique stands a Mr. 
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ing Post thus raves :—‘ Mr, Stark, in addi- 
tion to his great popularity as one of the 
most eminent tragedians of the present age, 
will always carry with him the affections 
and esteem of every community where virtue 
is respected, for his noble and benevolent 
disposition and the spotless purity of his 
private character. His career in this coun- 
try has been a scene of triumphs not un- 
worthy gf Kean in his palmiest days.”— 
Mr. Stark’s better-half also sustains the 
leading (heavy) business. The company 
likewise includes Mr. Hayward, who, we 
are told, “has a very just conception of 
high comedy ;” Mr. Downey, the “comic 
man” of the establishment; Mrs. Bingham, 
the representative of ‘old women ;” and 
Miss Carpenter, very good in such cha- 
racters as Pauline, &e. 

THE PYSCHOLOGY OF INGOMAR. 

The chief merit of the drama recently 
produced at Sodler’s Wells, is the evolution 
of an idea; the development of Lvoe in a 
Phrase, from which the refinement of the 
age would shrink, but for the ideal treat- 
ment thereof. Love is the life of man; it 
is the pledge of immortality, the attestation 
that the “light from heaven, which lifts 
from earth her low desire,’ is destined to 
fulfil its cycle in some purer state of being, 
where the alloy of earth will not be found. 
Here, even in an advanced stage of civiliza- 
tion, we seldom find the statement free 
from baser matter, and indeed there are so 
few whose natures are noble and generous, 
so few who feel deeply, and aspire devoutly 
that it is no wonder that it sinks to be a 
theme for jest and ridicule. Shakspere in 
Caliban has given us a marvellous sketch 
of animal possion ; and there is something 
analogous to the monster’s feeling towards 
Miranda in the first gross desire of Jngo- 
mar; but the poetical spirit of the drama- 
tist does not allow the barbarian’s character 
to be revolting. How skilfully the influ- 
ence of modest fascinations and pure femi- 
nine sweetness is traced in this play on a 
heart naturally good, although the circum- 
stances which surround the fierce warrior 
have not developed his nobler being! Gra- 
dually we see the waters grow purer, the 
wild and impetuous torrent checks its vio- 
lence, the turbulence of passion subsides, 





S. Stark, of whom the San Francisco Morn- 





and love shines forth. 
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There may be spiritual snggestions which | peals to the senses, aud leaves' the rest io 


convey a far higher sense of the Divine than | 
this psychology; but except Marston’s 


dramas, no modern plays produced upon | 
the stage can be said to convey a loftier and 


more beautiful idea. The acting, however, | 
ought to correspond with the writing of the | 


Drama, and as yet we have seen no perfect | 
embodiment of the chief part. Miss Van- | 
denhoff certainly was adequate to Parthenia | 
/ngomar himself requires an actor equal to | 


him whom we now must consider the best | 


on the boards—namely, that clever lady’s | 
father. The only other actor we should | 
care to see in it, is Henry Betty. | 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


W. Carter.—The tickets are your property, 


and you may sell them at any place except | 
where the performance takes place ; vor must | 


you take money atthe doors. 


J. M.—We never received the letter you speak 
of. 


WittiaAmMs,—Mr. Gould, at the Soho Theatre: 
will give you every particular, 
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(DESCRIPTIVE. ) 
THE DEATH STRUGGLE, 
By Mr. WILLIAM BARTLETT, 
Author of “ The Flight for Life.” “ Philosophy of 
Life.” Fortune,” §c , &c. 

Nore.-—This piece is written illustrative of 
the picture by the above title, which leaves the 
beholder to imagine the fate of the men in their 
perilous position, as described in the piece. 
Those who have minutely studied the picture 
will at once perceive I have adhered closely to 
the subject, and put a construction on the most 
probable fate awaiting two men clinging for 
support to a broken brunch of a tree, over a fear- 
ful precipice, but which the picture itself, to 
heighten its effect, and give a dramatic coloring 
to it, leaves the mind in suspense, and the brain 
to imagine whether they are saved or not; for 
in the back-ground a female, one of the bandit’s 
wives, is seen rushing to the spot—and so it ap- 


imagination. 


The reader and the listener is to suppose it is a traveller 


heholding the scene described—it being written in a purely 


descriptive manner, for Elocution expression. 
The scene is laid in Spain. 


Midst range of mountains in Spain's 
domains, my footsteps now traverse and my 
eye beholds. My soul, bathed in nature’s 
loveliness—with grandeur of thought and 
mind, contemplates, gathered from the fairy 
scenes and soft glowing skies of Italy—the 
land of song, of bright dreams and sweetest 
harmony. ‘ Night has thrown her mantle 
over sleeping nature’”’—the evening star 


| glitters like a lustrous jewel in the bright 
| crown of the clear blue sky. The moon- 


light beams with silvery softness, and with 
gentle shade, having reached her meridian 
altitude in all her majesty and glory, pour- 
ing forth her lustrous stream of pale bright 


| light on the slumbering world be/ow : and 


yon city seems as if repose and sleep alone 
| were in its quiet walls, whilst the moon, the 
| queen of night, tinge the mountains and the 
| distant view, with splendour and softening 
| influence, imparting to the scene surpassing 
| beauty: creating a feeling to the soul akin 
| to heaven, as if angels from above, in mul- 
| titudes smiled beneath their sweet spirit of 

peace and love on all around, made it one 
happy scene of calm tranquility, and a fore- 
| shadow of a Paradise to come—and all, 
indeed, seems peace, bliss, love, and har- 
mony. Oh! would to God it were so, in 
the cities where man with his fellow man 
| must dwell, and pass the current of his life, 
| till his soul is wafted by the ever nnerring 
tide of Zime to the ocean of eternity. 

The nightingale now sings her sweetest 
strain of loving melody; the moon now 
shines in all her splendour o’er the fairy 
scene, lights the eye to behold the distant 
vale and gorgeous range of mountain 
heights. What's that yonder my eye be- 
holds?) Ah! J see it distinctly now, ’tis a 
mountain pass, formed by great nature’s 
handiwork, leading from craggy rocks and 
slippery paths, that but one false step would 
hurl its hapless victim to a fathomless preci- 
pice below, where darkness ever reigns, and 
sunbeams never shine. By the bright 
heaven above me, I see two fierce rival 
bandits from each direction approaching 
near its yawning chasm, to “* eross the moun- 
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iain pass,” and on it now, face to face, 
neither will give place, or move a step, one 
way or other, to let the other pass. The 
rays of the “ moonbeam” disclose blood- 
thirst hate —with flashing eyes and clenched 
teeth possessing the countenance of each ; 
standing motionless like statutes, with 
folded arms, gazing on each other with 
demons look and souls on fire, meditating 
destruction of the vital energy God gave 
them—possessing but one feeling against 
each other, revenge! revenge!! for many 
wrongs, cheated booties, cowardly mistrust, 
and the robbed object of the other’s love, 
the craving of averice and blood.gotten 
gold taken from the lone traveller journey- 
ing’ on his road, from clime to clime; one 
minute breathing the essence of life, the 
next turned to a lifeless blackened corpse— 
and for what? “ perishable gold.” Gained 
at the price of the soul—the immortal soul 
—and J shudder to think of its “ fate here- 
ajler.’” O God, they now grapple with 
each other—they struggle fearfully—one 
falls beneath the other, with bended knee, 
the mightest holds him down; the victor 
now draws his dagger to plunge it in the 
breast of his vanquished foe, but in the 
very act, through the desperate struggle of 
the other, his feot slipped, he grasps his 
adversary to save him from falling. Ah! 
both would have been dashed headlong 
down the fearful precipice but for the pro- 
vidential grasp while of falling of one of 
them to a “ branch of a tree,” which now 
upholds them both—one clinging to the 
other for support. The branch has “ broken” 
—snapped from the very trunk, through 
the sudden grasp—neither dare relinquish 
his hold, or move but the breath of an air, 
in case they should sxap asunder the slender 
thread of the broken branch on which their 
lives now depend. Could but the bandit, 
with one leg hanging down th chasm, while 
the other helping with his arm to support 
him from falling, take away his arm for a 
moment in which he holds a dagger, and by 
which he holds to the other for his very 
life, he could alter the issue in his favour ; 
or could he but regain the rock, he would 
be freed from anger, but he cannot. Could 
but the bandit on the rock, with one arm 
clinging to the broken branch of the tree, 
free the other from the stern grasp of the 





fallen victim, in which he holds his dagger, 
he could save himself! but the other clings 
to him with a convulsed agony, looking in 
his face with a piteous expression and mute 
language, with a full conviction of the awful 
fate awaiting them. The branch of the 
tree cannot possibly bear their weight one 
minute more—the nerve fails—the branch 
bends—is gradually giving way, and the 
next minute will be severed from the tree. 
Horror is written in their faces: a female, 
one of the bandits wives, behold them in 
the distance—screams at their perilous 
position, which now meets her eye: they 
hear it, and shout to her in agony of de- 
spair, to approach the tree, and help, sup- 
port the branch—they feel it now giving 
way. She rushes to them as fast as possible. 
Oh God, too late—too late to save, “ for 
branch, with man clinging corvulsively to 
man,” now falls headlong down the fearful 
precipice below. Thus heaven’s retribution 
on their guilty crimes o’er look them in 
their “Death Struggle.” And so God’s 
avenging hand buried them deep—far, far 
down from the sight of mortal man, the fit 
resting place for guilty murderer’s, recking 
with their fellow creatures blood. 


CABINET THEATRE KING'S CROSS. 


On Tuesday, a performance took place 
here, by some gentlemen amateurs, who do 
credit to such performances. The play was 
Macbeth, performed, as a whole, in a manner 
that reflects credit on all who took a part in 
it. The noble Dane was represented by 
Mr. Dryden, a gentleman whose literary 
acquirements entitle him to undertake such 
parts; in the make up for the character 
nothing could be better, and his dress was 
equal to anything we ever saw, being of a 
very costly description his acting was fre- 
quently marked by sudden bursts of passion 
that told well with the audience. ‘This 
amateur should act more frequently, and he 
would then become more accustomed to the 
stage business; but we are of opinion gen- 
teel comedy is his forte. Mr, Woodin, as 
Macduff, played with energy and feeling, 
and wes frequently applauded. The Dun- 
can of Mr. Noble, and the Banquo of Mr. 
Taylor, were highly creditable for their 
correct readings. The Witches by Messrs, 
Lacy, Landon, and Osler, were really ad- 
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mirably played, and deserve especial notice. 
Mrs. Henderson, as Lady Macbeth, ac- 
quitted herself, we were going to say, above 
all praise, with the limited power she pos- 
sesses. Her acting throughout was of a 
most talented character. The dresses and 
scenery were first-rate, as was the audience, 
for we observed many carriages at the door. 
setting down ladies very elegantly dressed. 
We did not stop till the afterpiece. 








PROVINCIALS. 

ABERDEEN,— This place ef amusement has 
been frequented during the week, by large and 
highly pleased audiences The leading actor, 
Mr. Shelley, receiving nightly ovations of ap- 
plause. On Thursday evening, he was most suc- 
cessful as Riehard 111. Of the other actors, 
with the exception of Mr, May %rren, we shall 
not yet venture to say more than Tks *sgme of 
them would do well to make themselves; ore 


os 
independant of the prompter. -% 





Concert Hats.—Mr, H Leffin the Proprie- | Se 


tor here is giving Concerts with great eclat, the | 
\merican Barlow, Mr. W. West and Charles 
Slowman the Jimprovi-atore are all engaged and 
the Hall is crowed nightly, 

LIVERPOOL. 

Tueatre Royan.—This ancient dramatic 
temple threw open its portals, Monday evening, 
Nov. 17. Mr. G. V. Brooke, prior to his de- 
partore for New York exeentes a brief engage- | 


ment. On the above evening he sustained the | 
character of Hanilet, in an effective style, and | 
most efficiently supported by Mr. Young 
(Ghost), and Miss Cuttriss (Ophelia). A | 

Thumping Legacy’ followed, in which our old 
favourites, Mr. C. Hale, and Mrs, Power shone | 
most conspicuously, ‘Through the week, Mr. 
Brooke figures in the Lady of Lyons; Othello ; 
A New Way to Pay Old Debts We appretend 
he will be suecessful, and the lessee will be well 
requited in producing this series of the ** legiti- 
mate.” If this young gentleman carries him- 
self, with the abili ty and advantage Nature has 
endowed him with, he may yet reap a golden | 
harvest in Colombia’s lands, and return, again 
to us, refreshed, invigorated, ‘Time will tell, 

RoyvAL AMPHITHEATRE.—Mrs, Stirling, a 
most pleasing actiess, has been giving much 
satisfaction. On Saturday evening, she sus- 
tained Islanthe, in Hing Rene’s Daughter. She 
imparts a most classic delineation of the beauti- 
ful character, On Monday evening, those mi- 
raculous children, Ellen and Kate Bateman, 
made their first obedience to a L verpool audi- 
ence, in the Young Couple ; and the Swiss Cot- 
tage.’’ ‘The praise and admiration that has been 
so lavishingly bestowed upon those brace of 
prodigies, have not been exaggerated, The de- 
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velopment of such juvenile intellect brings us 
back to the days of Young Master Burke, who, 
has attained manhood, doffed the sock and 
buskin, and took to “ 1osining his bow (fiddle), 
as a profession. Our old friends, Mr. Baker, 
with his daughter, appeared in the Loan of a 
Lover and very much delighted a most respect- 
able audience. 

ApDELPH! THEATRE.—Mr, Abel and his qua- 
drupeds have departed from the scene of a most 
successful brief sojourn—he is much improved 
in style. The galleries and pit have literally 
been swarming with spectators. Mr. Lysander 
S. Thompson makes his bow on Tuesday even- 
ing. He is a most gentlemanly, clever, and 
rising actor; and no doubt will receive a just 
appreciation of his talents. He opens in the 
Mother's Secret, and Raby Rattler. The house 
is in a deplorable state tor the want of a centre 
luminary. 

CoLosseEum.—The manager, ever on the alert, 
has produced a fresh series of versatile talent, 
which we shall mure miuutely note in our next 
Hulletin. 

MANCHESTER.— THEATRE ROYAL.— During 


| the past week Baife’s opera of the Bohemian 


Girl, and Wallace’s Maritana, have been the 
principal features, the evenings’ enteatainments 
winding up with very agreeable farces. The 
houses has been well attended, aud the operas 
have been successful, 

Queen's THEATRE.—This theatre opened on 
Saturday evenining last, for the benefit of Mr. 


| Chas. Dillion; on which occasion Mrs. Chas. 


Dillon avd Nr, Lysander 8. Thompson appeared, 
together with the whole of the company from 
the Theatre Royal, Sheffield. The pieces se- 
lected were Parthenia and Amy Lawrence, (a 
local piece), dramatised, we believe, from the 
The house was very wel at- 
tended and the company acquitted themselves 
| very ably. 

Mecuanics’ Institution.—We are glad to 
announce that Mr. R. Weston has commenced 
his second series of Saturday evening concerts 
here, and, from what we may judge from what 
| we had the pleasure of witnessing on Saturday, 
| we anticipate very cheering results. The 
| vocalists were Miss Shaw, and Mr. Bednal ; and 
| the band was that of the 16th Lancers. Miss 
Shaw sung Blockley’s Hearts and Homes very 
nicely indeed, and obtained an encore. Wallace’s 
celebrated duet, O Maritana, executed by Miss 
Shaw and Mr. Rednal, was loudly encored; so 
also was the following pieces, executed by the 
band, Cavitina, Sonnumbula, Tenor Horn Solo, 
by Mr. Jones, (band-master), Mr. Jones’ Free- 
mason’s Polka, and Cavatina from Le Prophete. 
Indeed, the audience was completely enraptured 
during the whole of the evening, and we may 
safely pronounce it a musical treat. 
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Free Trape Hati.—The celebrated M° 
Robin has arrived here, whose illusions seem 
almost super-natural, indeed, we fearnot to pro- 
nounce him the most successful in his line. 
One of the best of his tricks we consider the 
inexhaustible store of Lucifer, or Le Punch de 
Lucifer. He exhibits a small punch bowl, ap- 
parently empty, which he covers with a white 
handkerchief for a minute‘ and on the handker- 
chief being removed, there is seen a flame issu- 
ing from the bowl, from which M. Robin com- 
mences filling a great number of glasses, which 
on being handed to the audience are found to 
coutain real punch, (hot) in quantities, no mat- 
ter how great. We should recommend our 
readets to lose no time in visiting this * Temple 
of Magic,” as M. Robin’s stay is limited, 








OU RLITTLE CHATTER-BOX., 
Mr. H. Berry is engaged for six nighsts at 
the Theatre Royal Portsmouth, His first charac- 
ter will be that of Hamlet. 
Mr. Stms Reeves, will shortly visit Glasgow, 
and will appear at the Theatre Royal. 


It is said that Miss Vincent has purchased the 
copyright of all the dramas formerly the pro- 
perty of Mr. Davidge, 

Mr. EF, L. Brancu Arp has written the panto- 
mime for the Marylebone, 


The author of the new farce at Astley’s, i§ 
James Barber, Esq. 

We had intended giving a notice of the law 
proceedings in the ease of Cartwright v. Vin 
cent, put upon mature deliberation, have decided 
not to do so—deeming the case to be one more 
of a private, than of a professional nature. 


Mr. Morcan, the worthy host of the Pine 
Apple Tavern, Portman Market, so well known 
and so much frequented by professional gentle- 
men, has we regret to hear, recently met with a 
severe accident from the painful effects of which 
he is still labouring, although recovering. By 
the way, the accommodation afforded here to 
the freqnenters of the neighbouring theatre, 
the Marylebone, is really of a first rate descrip- 
tion, and nothing can well exceed the polite 
attention displayed towards her guests, by the 
lady like landlady. 


Mr. Cow Le has seceded from the Standard and 
lias joined the Victoria. 

The company at Astley’s has been materially 
strengthened by the addition of Mr. Dale, form- 
erly at the Victoria. 


Mr E. T. Smirn, the popular manager of the 
Marylebone, has announced his benefit for 
Thursday next (to-morrow), when a whole host 
of talent is announced to appear. A new piece 
by Fitzball, called The Greek Slave, will be pro- 
duced: 


We regret to hear that Mr. R. Thorne co. the 
Pavilion is confined to his bed. 


Tot New PAntomime at Sadler's Wells, by 
J. Greenwood, Esq., will be one of his best. 


MADAME CELESTE is an immense favourite 
with the americans; her engagements are of a 
most lucrative character. 


Mr. Herwitz is engaged by Mr. Bunn to re- 
decorate Drury Lane Theatre, which is, we hear, 
to be both classic and elegant. 


HOW TO CHOOSE A WIFE. 


Her stature may be short or tall, 
Her figure stout or slim, 
"Tis fancy rules the taste of all, 
And what is taste but whim. 
Her features are the rnling die, 
That stamps the inward mind, 
So whilst you choose to please your eye, 
Be not to errors blind. 


RULES. 
A forehead not too low or scant 
Betokens sense within, 
A nose that has a gentle slant 
Is genile tempers’ sign, 


An eve that sparkles yet can beam, 
With bashfulness as well, 

Is love’s own beacon, as ’twould seem, 
At least so poets tell, 


A mouth which owns a dimpling smile, 
Replete with modest grace, 

Bespeaks a heart devoid of guile, 
Unmixed with falsehoods trace. 


A rounded chin completes at once 
My portrait and my song, 

And he who must prove a fool or dunce, 
Who reads my lesson wrong. 


A POETICAL PLAYER. 

The follewing lines were “ perpetrated ”’ by 
an actor of our acquaintance, who, “after life’s 
fitful fever,” now “ sleeps well,”—on the occa- 
sion of his being jilted at the age of 54 bya 
young lady of 18, 


“Did she weep for me, 

Or was it for another ? 

Oh, were I sure of that, 

My grief I'd quickly smother ! 
I thought she fondly lov’d me, 
I knew not her heart was cold ; 
But now I feel too well 

She thought me much éo00 old! ”’ 


*” The original M.S. of the above “ verses” as 
Mrs. Mal-a-prop would say, (and warse we never 
read before), is thus headed :—“ Written at the 
Harp Tavern.” Well may Poetry exclaim, “ To 





what base uses may we not come, Horatio ? ”’ 
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RE-OPENING OF THE PRINCESS, 

Saturday next is the evening named for the 
re-opening of this favourite place of theatrical 
entertainment, when Messrs, Charles Kean and 
Keeley will resume their position at the head of 
the establishment. ‘The only important change 
in the company announced is the accession of 
Mr. Bartley, who, it seems, has been induced to 
” ye-visit the glimpse of the foot-lights”’ for a 
limited period, He will make his first appear- 
ance in the The Merry Wives of Windsor, on the 
opening night; Mr, Charles Kean will play 
Ford, and Mrs, Kean ond Mrs, Keely the Merry 
Wives; Wigan, Harley, Meadows, and James 
Vining will complete the cast, the strongest 
that has been included in this comedy for a 
length of time. A new tow-act comedy to be 
called Tender Precautions ;or Romance of 
Marriage will be produced on Monday the 24th, 


Roya. THEATRICALS.— Mr, Kean is making 
arrangements with favourite performers for fhe 
performances at Windsor. which will take place 
early in January. The Lottery Ticket, will be one 
of the farces, in which Mr. B, Webster and 
Miss Woolgar will perform. 


CLosinG OF THE RoyAL PoLyTEcHNic 
InsTITUTION—,. This interesting exhibition of 
are and sciences was closed on last Saturday 
night, after the usual lectures, &c., for the re- 
ception of approved works of art and ingenuity, 
till the morning of the 8th. of December next, 
when it will be re-opened to the public, with 
new arrangements, and a variety of fresh 
deposits, 

Mrs, BrouGHam, who has been lecturing 
against Bloomerism in London, is atmounced to 
lecture at the Great Hall, Liverpool, to-morrow 
(Monday) evening, ‘and will from thence pro- 
ceed on an anti-Bloomer tour to Birmingham, 
Leeds, Manchester, Carlisle, Hull, and other 
provincial towns, 


CoLosseEumM—The equestrian statues of her 
Majesty and Prince Albert. by James Wyatt, 
have this week been removed trom the Exhibi- 
tion and are now placed at the Colosseum. 
Regent’s-park, The fine collection of statuary 
at this establishment has lately received many 
additions from the Great Exhibition. 

Mr. Ropert Roxry of the Lyceum, has 
been performing with great success at Sunder- 
jand, in Used Up, Box and Cox, and Turning 
the Tables. 


Mr. Wrient has been very attractive at 


Sheffield’ but badly supported, the company of 


performers being wretched in the extreme, 


Mr, Buckstoe and Mrs, Fitzwitttam have 
been performing at Glasgow to excellent houses 
Mr. Wricut will shortly appear there in some 

f his favourite characters, 


ADVERTIS sEMENTS. 


~ CASINO L DE VENISE, 218, HIGH HOL- 
BORN, OPEN EVERY EVENING. During 
the recess this favourite place of public resort 
has been gorgeously re-decorated throughout. 
The ball room, by far the largest and best 
ventilated in London, accommodates 3,00) 
persons, The band, composed of the best 
artistes, and which gave such universal satisfac - 
tion last season, has been re-engaged, wiih: 
additions, under the direction of Mr. W. M. 
Packer. The ball room will be under the super- 
intendence of Messrs, Giovannelli and Wood. 
The smoking divan and balconies, newly deco- 
rated and arranged, command a complete view 
of the ball room. Admission is. 

BLOOMER COSTUME. — Five beatiful 
varieties, by which the public may judge, if this 
dress can ever become pupular, are now added 
to Madame TASSAUD & SON’S EXHIBITION 
—Admission : Large Room and Hall of King’s, 
1s, ; Napoleon’s Shrine and Chamber of Horrors, 
6a.—Open from 11 till dusk, and from 7 till 
10.—Bazaar, Baker Street, Portman ‘Square. 








GRADDON & GIBBS, Pianoforte Manu- 





facturers, 54, Albany Street, Regents Park.— 
Pianofortes for SALE or Hire. 

SOHO THEATRE, (late Miss Kelly’s) 73 
Dean Street, Soho. The above elegant Theatre 
(which has been splendidly decorated and will 
contain 700 persons) to let, nightly or weekly, 
for public or private performances, concerts, 
lectures, private rehearsals, &c. Charge for 
concert (including gas) £5. Mr, Gilbert pre- 
pires pupils for the jstage, comprising instrue- 
uon in the grammar of the stage, elocution, the 
use of the foils and broad sword, the art of 
“making up” the face for character, the 
cheapest mode of preparing a wardrobe, with 
absolute practice of acting on the stage; the 
method of procuring an engagement, and all 
information necessary to prevent the tyro from 
being subject to the usual annoyances and 
impositions. Instruction given in the stage 
business of a single character, Benefits got up 
for Philanthropic and other Societies at very 
reduced charges and a company found if 
required. The office is open every ever g 
where casts of pieces may be seen and every 
nformation given by CHARLEs G, GILBERT. } 

SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Three MONthS .......0ceeeeeeee One Shilling 
Six Months ...... - Two Shillings. 
Twelve Months.,....0..s-eeeee02 Four Shillines. 

Published every Wednesday Afternoon at 4 o’clock for 
the Proprietor, by S. Y. Collins, 113, Fleet-street, to be had 
of Vickers, Holywell-street; J. Allen, Warwick-lane ; 
Harris, Blackfriars-road ; Scales, 195, Shcrcditch; and all 
Booksellers and Newsvendors. 

Manchester, J. Heywood, 170, Deansgate: Birmingham, 
W. Pratt, 82, Digbe:h; J. E. Forsyth, 24, Scotland Place, 


Liverpool. To be had by order in anv of the Proyincial 
Towns. 
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